Education brings wide-ranging benefits to the society.
Education indicators IN focus
… and tend to feel happier. …tend to engage more in civic activities...
A cohesive society can be found in countries where citizens actively engage in civic activities, trust others and have faith in the functioning of public institutions.
Data show that adults who have attained higher levels of education are generally more likely than those with lower levels of educational attainment to report stronger civic engagement, in terms of voting, volunteering, political interest, and interpersonal trust. For example, among 25 OECD countries with available data, the gap in the self-reported voting rate between adults with high and low levels of education is on average 15 percentage points. This gap widens considerably to 27 percentage points among younger adults (25-34 year-olds). For younger adults in Germany, the corresponding figure is as high as 50 percentage points. Education at a Glance 2011 and 2012 show that similar associations also exist for the relationship between education and volunteering, political interest, interpersonal trust, institutional trust and engagement in social activities.
Indicators such as life satisfaction and happiness have also become important benchmarks to assess the extent to which government policies address people's well-being beyond what can be captured using purely economic measures (see also OECD, 2011).
Adults who have attained higher levels of education are generally more likely to portray greater satisfaction in life than those with lower levels of educational attainment. On average, the gap in self-reported life satisfaction between adults with high and low levels of education is 18 percentage points. Nordic countries tend to show smaller gaps by education compared to Central European countries. This may reflect the cross-regional differences in the welfare regimes which could affect the well-being of the disadvantaged population.
Indicators of civic engagement and subjective well-being are based on self-reported survey data. There may be certain discrepancies between self-reported and actual civic engagement (e.g. voting). Measures of subjective well-being based on self-reports may be subject to cross-cultural or social desirability biases. Also these associations do not necessarily signify causal relationships.
It is important to note that education and skills do not necessarily improve societal outcomes. Some studies have shown that the higher the level of education, the more likely an adult is to engage in potentially self-abusive behaviour such as binge drinking.
Income is one way in which education helps individuals improve their social outcomes. Evidence generally supports the income effects of education on social outcomes. However, education's effects on social outcomes generally remain after accounting for income. Hence, education may help individuals to develop skills, improve their social status and gain access to networks that could lead to enhanced social Why does education matter?
